GREYHOUND RACING:
HARMLESS FUN?

DON’T BET ON IT.
A flutter, a wager, a punt, a bet; a night at the dogs
or trip down the bookies is just a bit of harmless fun,
right? For the dogs themselves there’s more at stake
than your cash.
What you don’t see trackside or in the betting shops are the thousands of
greyhounds that are unaccounted for every year. Some go missing as puppies
because they are too slow or shy for the tracks. Other adult dogs that were once
racers lose their speed after a few years and disappear - the majority of them are
presumed dead.

The problem with commercial greyhound racing
The Associate Parliamentary Group for Animal Welfare reported in 2007 that
4,728 greyhounds disappear from racing in Britain every year and stated that “…
we can assume that the majority of these dogs are destroyed.” They also noted
that it considered the figure to be a conservative estimate.

The life of a racing greyhound can be a far cry from the loving homes that many of the
UK’s dogs live in today. Some racing greyhounds are not treated as part of any family they are bred and raised to make money
for the racing and betting industries.
Greyhounds can live to be 14 years old, but
most lose their speed between the ages
of 3 to 5. This leaves trainers with many
unwanted dogs due to the large number
leaving the industry each year.
One prominent case of the slaughter
of ex-racing dogs involved the killing
of greyhounds, possibly thousands, in
Seaham, County Durham, which was
exposed by the national media in 2006.
Some “retired” racing greyhounds are
lucky and manage to get rehomed after
an expensive process. According to the
Dogs Trust, it usually costs around £700 to
rehabilitate a racing greyhound and make
the dog suitable for adoption. The racing
industry gives £1.7 million to the Retired
Greyhound Trust. Although this may sound like a lot our calculations show that the industry
would need another £3.3million to rehome the 4,728 dogs that are unaccounted for each
year.
Registered racing greyhounds have tattoos in their ears as a means of identifying them
and tracing their owners. There have been cases where greyhounds have been found
abandoned or dead with their ears cut off, and this is thought to be done to prevent those
responsible from being indentified.
It is our view that most of
these problems stem from the
enormous sums of money at
stake. £2.5 billion in bets are
placed on greyhound racing
every year. We feel whenever
profit becomes the primary
focus the animals can become
seen as just a business asset
and their welfare suffers. For
this reason we are asking that
betting on greyhound racing is
done away with.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Please don’t support commercial
greyhound tracks. There are plenty
of other places to go for a good night
out that don’t involve racing dogs.
Don’t bet on greyhound racing.
Distribute these leaflets to family,
friends and work colleagues. If you
do want to bet on a sporting event,
go for one that involves human
athletes like football.
Get involved with a local group
working on this issue. You can find a
list of greyhound action groups here:
www.greyhoundaction.org.uk/
greyhound.html
Give a greyhound a loving home.
Find a list of rescue groups here:
www.greyhoundrescue.co.uk

